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together, we can ensure reading is a national priority and American 
pastime. By recommitting to improving literacy and raising the expec-
tations we have for our students, for our schools, and for ourselves, we 
will win the future for our children and give every child a chance to 
succeed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 
2, 2011, as Read Across America Day. I call upon children, families, 
educators, librarians, public officials, and all the people of the United 
States to observe this day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, and 
activities. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8634 of March 4, 2011 

National Consumer Protection Week, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 
Each day, families across America navigate complex financial deci-
sions, from buying a home or car to paying off a loan or using a credit 
card. Consumer education is vital to protecting American families and 
preserving economic health in the United States. When fully informed 
about the potential risks in the marketplace and their rights as con-
sumers, Americans are better able to recognize misinformation, scams, 
and abusive and deceptive practices that can endanger individual eco-
nomic security and erode the prosperity of our communities. 

For more than a decade, National Consumer Protection Week has en-
couraged Americans to make better-informed decisions about saving, 
buying, borrowing, and investing. This year’s theme, ‘‘Your Informa-
tion Destination: www.NCPW.gov,’’ highlights the resources offered by 
Federal agencies and partner organizations that encourage the public to 
manage their money, stay safe online, and understand mortgages and 
other financial transactions. By seeking out this information, families 
can both strengthen the economy and protect themselves from fraudu-
lent behavior. For information and resources, I encourage American 
consumers to visit www.NCPW.gov. 

The Federal Government has an important role to play in safeguarding 
transactions, and my Administration is committed to holding abusive 
companies accountable and shifting the balance of power back to the 
American consumer. I was proud to sign into law the strongest con-
sumer protections in our Nation’s history with the Credit Card Ac-
countability, Responsibility, and Disclosure Act (Credit CARD Act) and 
the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act. One 
of the centerpieces of this financial reform legislation was the creation 
of the Consumer Financial Protection Bureau, which is charged with 
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enforcing historic financial protections and empowering Americans 
with clear and concise information to make the best choices for their 
families. These common-sense reforms will protect both consumers 
and our economy as a whole. 

As a Nation, we must foster an environment that supports informed de-
cisionmaking, supports fair and robust competition in the marketplace, 
and guards all citizens from unfair and predatory practices. During Na-
tional Consumer Protection Week, I encourage all Americans to learn 
about their rights as consumers and seek out the knowledge to manage 
their finances more effectively by visiting www.MyMoney.gov and 
www.ConsumerFinance.gov. 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, BARACK OBAMA, President of the United 
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim March 
6 through March 12, 2011, as National Consumer Protection Week. I 
call upon government officials, industry leaders, and advocates across 
the Nation to share information about consumer protection and pro-
vide our citizens with information about their rights as consumers. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourth day 
of March, in the year of our Lord two thousand eleven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and 
thirty-fifth. 

BARACK OBAMA 

Proclamation 8635 of March 4, 2011 

Save Your Vision Week, 2011 

By the President of the United States of America 
A Proclamation 

Across America, millions of men and women experience vision loss or 
are affected by low vision or blindness. During Save Your Vision 
Week, we reinforce the importance of routine eye care and remind all 
Americans to take action to safeguard their eyesight. 

Vision is important to our everyday activities, and we can all take 
steps to protect and prolong our eye health. Through Healthy People 
2020, the Department of Health and Human Services’ science-based 
agenda to prevent disease and promote health, our country’s leading 
health officials have identified interventions to preserve sight and pre-
vent blindness. Though some eye diseases and injuries are preventable 
or treatable with early detection and timely treatment, many Americans 
do not receive recommended eye exams and screenings. Healthy Peo-
ple 2020 advises each American to get vision check-ups regularly in 
order to identify vision impairments at an early stage. For more infor-
mation about eye health or help finding an eye care professional, I en-
courage all Americans to visit: www.NEI.NIH.gov. 

Preventive eye care, including wearing ultraviolet-protective eyewear 
and following good eating habits, can help support a healthy and ac-
tive lifestyle at any age. By seeking out information and taking action 
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